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The previous subjects of this series have 
been stallions, so for a change, let’s now 
look at a mare. Not (yet) a broodmare, 

but one of the most stunning and successful 
performance horses in recent years. At Scottsdale 
this year, Heirs Noble Love, just seven years old, 
wowed spectators and judges alike to become 
unanimous English Pleasure Champion. Not only 
that, but she virtually set a new standard.

Success on this scale is rarely accidental, and 
even a casual glance at her pedigree reveals all the 
necessary ingredients. You’d be hard-pressed to find 
a greater concentration of high-caliber performance 
horses this close together in one pedigree, more 
specifically, park and English pleasure horses. 
Her sire, Afires Heir, is in fact the most successful 
English pleasure horse ever: he was never beaten 
and his titles include U.S. National Champion 
English Pleasure Horse in four successive years 
as well as twice Scottsdale English Pleasure 
Champion, also in two successive years.  He, too, 
comes equipped with the genes — his sire Afire 
Bey V was the leading performance and halter sire 
at the U.S. Nationals for 16 consecutive years, and 
his sire Huckleberry Bey held that same position for 
many years before him, besides being a halter and 
English pleasure winner himself. 

Heirs Noble Love 
(Afires Heir x Noble 
Aphroditie) with 
Joel Kiesner.
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But the sire isn’t the 
whole story, and the tale 
of performance success 
continues on the dam’s side 
as well. Heirs Noble Love’s 
dam, Noble Aphroditie, is 
quite a young mare at eleven 
and has had just two foals, 
of which Heirs Noble Love 
is the first — incidentally, 
another nail in the coffin 
of the old belief that first 
foals never amount to much! 
She is a daughter of IXL 
Noble Express, a National 
Champion Park horse 
as well as U.S. National 
Top Ten Stallion, and the 
son of two performance 
champions: U.S. National 
Champion Park horse MHR 
Nobility and Scottsdale 
English Pleasure Champion 
RY Fire Ghazi. MHR 
Nobility, a pure Polish 
stallion with concentrated 
Witraz breeding, also 
appears in the pedigree of Afires Heir. RY Fire Ghazi brings in additional lines 
to Witraz through her sire *El Ghazi and *Bask, making IXL Noble Express 
quite strongly linebred to Witraz. Witraz, the sire of *Bask, Celebes, *Aloes, 
and many others, was one of the Janow stallions that survived the bombing of 
Dresden during World War II, becoming one of the most significant post-war 
sires in Polish breeding.

Noble Aphroditie’s dam, EA Aphroditie, had a total of twelve foals, many 
of them Half-Arabians and also including several successful performance 
horses. She, too, is bred for performance, being sired by AA Apollo Bey, 
a Scottsdale Champion Park horse and three times U.S. National Reserve 
Champion Park horse. He was by Huckleberry Bey, the sire of Afire Bey V, so 
we have some more linebreeding here, and to a highly successful performance 

Top left: Afires Heir, the sire of Heirs Noble Love, is the most 
successful English Pleasure horse ever: He was never beaten and 
his titles include U.S. National Champion English Pleasure Horse in 
four successive years as well as twice Scottsdale English Pleasure 
Champion, also in two successive years.  

Bottom Left: Heirs Noble Love is the first foal of her dam Noble 
Aphroditie, pictured here at Scottsdale in 2014, once more proving 
the error of the once common belief that first foals never amount 
to  much.

Top right: Noble Aphroditie’s sire IXL Noble 
Express is a National Champion Park Horse 
as well as U.S. Top Ten Stallion, and himself 
the son of two performance champions, MHR 
Nobility and RY Fire Ghazi.

bottom right: AA Apollo Bey (Huckleberry Bey 
x April Charm), sire of EA Aphroditie, was a 
Scottsdale Champion Park Horse and three times 
U.S. National Reserve Champion Park Horse. 

line at that. Both Afire Bey V and AA Apollo Bey 
represent the breeding program of the late Sheila 
Varian, which one might sum up in two words: 
beautiful athletes. With regard to bloodlines, this 
translates into predominantly Polish lines with 
Crabbet and old American mixed in.

This mix continues down the dam line into 
the next generation. EA Aphroditie’s dam, Bint 
Rafhara, was a daughter of the Polish stallion 
*Gwar (Comet x *Gwadiana), bred at Michalow, 
who sired over 200 foals during the 1970s and 
1980s, including numerous performance winners. 



Top left: Bint Obeya, the earliest mare of this family of which a 
photograph exists, was a daughter of El Halabi, a stallion bred 
by the Khedive of whom not much is known otherwise. Her dam 
Obeya was out of the celebrated foundation mare El Dahma from 
the stud of Ali Pasha Sherif.

Top right: Bint Sabah’s dam Sabah (Mabrouk Manial x Bint Obeya) 
was bred by the RAS in 1920, and if it hadn’t been for Bint 
Sabah, her bloodline would have ended there. Sabah’s one other 
daughter did not breed on and of her seven sons, only one was 
used for breeding after being exported to Jordan.

Bottom: Kahar (Katar x Niht by *Rodan) sire of Rafhar, has 
Crabbet in his pedigree on both sides. 
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HEIRS NOBLE LOVE
Bay foaled 2009
Bred by Karlton Jackson
U.S.A.

Bint Rafhara’s dam Rafhara was by Rafhar (Kahar x Rafadin), a stallion of 
predominantly Crabbet bloodlines.

Up to this point, everything we have encountered is overwhelmingly 
Polish or Polish/Crabbet, so it comes as quite a surprise when we go back 
another generation to find that Rafhara’s dam was — straight Egyptian! More 
specifically, she was a straight Babson Egyptian.

Henry Babson occupies a very important place in the history of the 
Arabian breed. He and W. R. Brown were the first U.S. breeders to import 
horses from Egypt, both in the year 1932. But whereas Brown’s horses were all 
from the stud of Prince Mohammed Ali, the Babson importation included the 
first horses ever exported from the Egyptian state stud, at the time known as 
Kafr Farouk and run by the Royal Agricultural Society (RAS). This distinction 
goes to the mares *Bint Bint Sabbah (Baiyad x Bint Sabbah), *Bint Bint Durra 

    BAY EL BEY

    B Varian Arabians 1969

   HUCKLEBERRY BEY

   B Varian Arabians 1976

    TAFFONA

    B Gamar Arabians, Inc. 1966

  AFIRE BEY V

  B Varian Arabians 1985

    *BASK

    B Polish Arabian Stud Book 1956  

   AUTUMN FIRE

   B James & Verna Barnard 1973

    SPARKLINGBURGUNDY   

    B Carl & Emma Malmstrom 1961

AFIRES HEIR

B Marty Shea 2002

    *BASK

    B Polish Arabian Stud Book 1956  

   BRASS

   B Dick Clements 1979

    TSANAR

    B Mr. & Mrs. Cecil Porter 1966

  BRASSMIS

  C Mary Ann Rafferty 1994

    MHR NOBILITY

    C Mrs. L. Mekeel & L. Mekeel Madsen 1982

   EE MSINDEPENDENCE

   B Mary Ann Rafferty 1989

    MISS WISDOM

    B Gary & Arlyne Clay 1981

    *ELIMAR

    B Janow Podlaski State Stud  1970

   MHR NOBILITY

   C Mrs. L. Mekeel & L. Mekeel Madsen 1982

    HAR NAHRA

    B Hawn Arabians 1972

  IXL NOBLE EXPRESS

  B Bill T.& Virginia R. Closs 1997

    *EL GHAZI

    B Janow Podlaski State Stud 1983

   RY FIRE GHAZI

   B Teisan Auto Co. Ltd. 1991

    RL RAH FIRE

    C Caroline W. Bogert 1982

NOBLE APHRODITIE

B Karlton Jackson 2005

    HUCKLEBERRY BEY

    B Varian Arabians 1976

   AA APOLLO BEY

   G Varian Arabians 1986

    APRIL CHARM

    G Cedar Wing Arabians 1971

  EA APHRODITIE

  B Carolyn Parsons Blanton 1993

    *GWAR

    G Polish Arabian Stud Book 1963

   BINT RAFHARA

   G  Carolyn Parsons Blanton 1975

    RAFHARA

    B William D. Dunn 1954
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(Ibn Rabdan x Bint Durra), and *Bint Saada (Ibn Samhan x Saada), two of 
which feature prominently in Fadba’s pedigree.

Fadba, who was bred by Henry Babson himself, was a daughter of 
Faddan, one of the four most influential stallions (along with Fa-Serr, Fay-
El-Dine, and Fabah) Henry Babson bred. All four stallions were by his 
foundation stallion *Fadl, bred by Prince Mohammed Ali, to whom all Babson 
Egyptians are inbred to some degree. Fadba was his granddaughter through her 
sire and his great-granddaughter through her dam, Fay-Sabbah, who was by 
the *Fadl son Fay-El-Dine, the first straight Egyptian foal born and registered 
at the Babson Farm. Henry Babson, who had come to know and appreciate 
Arabian blood through endurance riding, believed that Arabians should be 
able to perform. *Fadl was an endurance horse himself and, more unusually, 
also trained as a polo pony. Some Babson horses, including Fay-El-Dine, were 
also trained for driving and a famous photo exists showing *Fadl and his son 
Fay-El-Dine together in harness. Faddan was also known as a very athletic 
horse whom Homer Watson, manager of the Babson Farm, used to jump 
across fences when going out to check the mares!

There has been a tendency to breed Babson Egyptians “straight,” creating 
a strongly inbred group that still exists today, or to combine them with other 
Egyptian bloodlines. Fadba is an exception in that she had three daughters 
by the predominantly Crabbet stallion Rafhar, which include Rafhara, before 
returning to straight Egyptian breeding later in life.  She then produced the 
stallion Faarad, by the Babson sire Faaris, who became an important sire in the 
breeding program of Richard Pritzlaff.

Fadba’s dam Fay-Sabbah was a key mare in Babson Egyptian breeding. 
She was by the above-mentioned Fay-El-Dine out of the foundation mare 
*Bint Bint Sabbah herself and especially influential through her daughter 
Serrasab, dam of the Ansata foundation mare Sabrah among others. In fact, 
Don and Judith Forbis leased Fay-Sabbah herself when she was an old mare, 
but sadly were unable to breed another foal from her. The family still exists 
in Babson breeding today and it is worth noting here that Babson Egyptians 
are well-known for their performance achievements, which include dressage 
and jumping as well as endurance, and equally well-known for their excellent 
dispositions — two factors that are sadly often sidelined today in the single-
minded quest for ever more “exotic” beauty.

*Bint Bint Sabbah, then, was among the first horses ever sold abroad 
from Kafr Farouk, the stud farm of the Royal Agricultural Society of Egypt, 

Top: Sabah’s sire Mabrouk Manial, shown here in old age, was one 
of the stallions from the stud of Prince Mohammed Ali used by 
the RAS in the early years. He also sired Mahroussa (dam of the 
Babson imports *Fadl and *Maaroufa), Baiyad (sire of *Bint Bint 
Sabbah), Bint Radia, and Jasir, the last chief sire at the Royal 
Weil Stud.

Middle: *Bint Bint Sabbah’s sire Baiyad (Mabrouk Manial x Bint 
Gamila), alternately spelled Bayyad, was an early RAS stallion 
who only sired two foals of note. Both were daughters — 
one was *Bint Bint Sabbah, the other Samha, a key mare in the 
continuation of the Hadban Enzahi strain.

Bottom:*Bint Bint Sabbah’s dam Bint 
Sabah did not have many foals, but the 
few she had pack a real punch: Layla (dam 
of the great broodmare sire Sid Abouhom), 
Sheikh El Arab (sire of the broodmares 
Kamla, Yosreia, El Bataa, Halima, and 
Bukra, and grandsire of *Moniet El 
Nefous), and *Bint Bint Sabbah.



 

Above right: The straight Egyptian Fadba (Faddan x Fay-
Sabbah), bred by Henry Babson, had three daughters by 
the Crabbet stallion Rafhar, which include Rafhara, 
before returning to straight Egyptian breeding later 
in life.

Middle: Fadba’s dam Fay-Sabbah was a key mare in Babson 
Egyptian breeding. She was especially influential 
through her daughter Serrasab, dam of the Ansata 
foundation mare Sabrah, amongst others. Don and Judith 
Forbis leased Fay-Sabbah herself when she was an old 
mare, but sadly were unable to breed another foal 
from her.

Bottom: Faddan (*Fadl x *Bint Saada), Fadba’s sire, was 
apparently a very athletic horse whom Homer Watson, 
manager of the Babson Farm, used to jump across fences 
when going out to check the mares.
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THE DAM LINE OF HEIRS NOBLE LOVE

Left: *Bint 
Bint Sabbah 
(Baiyad x Bint 
Sabah) was 
among the 
first ever 
horses sold 
abroad from 
Kafr Farouk, 
the stud farm 
of the Royal 
Agricultural 
Society of 
Egypt, later 
to become El 
Zahraa. She 
produced 
three 
influential 
sires and six 
significant 
broodmares.

El Dahma c. 1880 Ali Pasha Sherif        

 Obeya gr. 1894 (Koheilan El Mossen DB) Abbas Pasha Hilmi II   

  Bint Obeya gr. 1912 (El Halabi) Abbas Pasha Hilmi II   

   Sabah ch. 1920 (Mabrouk Manial) RAS    

    Bint Sabah b. 1925 (Kazmeen) RAS    

     *Bint Bint Sabbah b. *1930 (Baiyad) RAS 

      Fay-Sabbah b. 1938 (Fay-El-Dine) Henry Babson 

       Fadba b. 1944 (Faddan) Henry Babson 

        Rafhara b. 1954 (Rafhar) William D. Dunn

         Bint Rafhara gr. 1975 (*Gwar) Carolyn Parsons Blanton 

          EA Aphroditie b. 1993 (AA Apollo Bey) Carolyn Parsons Blanto 

           Noble Aphroditie b. 2005 (IXL Noble Express) Karlton Jackson 

            HEIRS NOBLE LOVE b. 2009 (Afires Heir) Karlton Jackson
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later to become El Zahraa. She produced three 
influential sires and five significant broodmares, all 
by *Fadl, plus Fay-Sabbah, her only offspring of 
note that was not by *Fadl, but by his son Fay-El-
Dine. Her sire Baiyad (Mabrouk Manial x Bint 
Gamila), alternately spelled Bayyad, was an early 
RAS stallion that sired only two foals of note. Both 
were daughters — one was *Bint Bint Sabbah, the 
other was Samha, a key mare in the continuation 
of the Hadban Enzahi strain.  *Bint Bint Sabbah’s 
dam Bint Sabah was another key mare with a huge 
influence. She did not have many foals, but the few 
she had pack a real punch: Layla (dam of the great 
broodmare sire Sid Abouhom), Sheikh El Arab 
(sire of the broodmares Kamla, Yosreia, El Bataa, 
Halima, and Bukra, and grandsire of *Moniet 
El Nefous), and *Bint Bint Sabbah. Simply put, 
Egyptian breeding without her wouldn’t be the 
same! She was a daughter of the great broodmare 
sire Kazmeen, bred at Crabbet Park, whose other 
achievements include siring Bint Samiha, the dam 
of Nazeer.

Bint Sabah’s dam Sabah (Mabrouk Manial x 
Bint Obeya) was bred by the RAS in 1920, and if 
it hadn’t been for Bint Sabah, her bloodline would 
have ended there. Sabah’s one other daughter did 
not breed on and of her seven sons, only one was 
used for breeding after being exported to Jordan. 
Sabah’s sire Mabrouk Manial was one of the 
stallions from the stud of Prince Mohammed Ali 
used by the RAS in the early years. He also sired 
Mahroussa (dam of the Babson imports *Fadl and 
*Maaroufa), Baiyad (the sire of *Bint Bint Sabbah), 
Bint Radia, and Jasir, the last chief sire at the Royal 
Weil Stud.

*Fadl (Ibn Rabdan x Mahroussa out of 
Mabrouk Manial), left, and his son Fay-
El-Dine, (x *Bint Serra I) together in 
harness. Fay-El-Dine (*Fadl x *Bint Serra 
I), Fay-Sabbah’s sire, was the first Babson 
Egyptian foal to be registered. He was 
one of the four most significant sons of 
*Fadl, an excellent sire of broodmares 
and trained to be driven as well as ridden.

Both Sabah’s dam Bint Obeya and grandam Obeya were bred by Khedive 
Abbas Pasha II Hilmi, whose horses formed the original foundation of the 
Egyptian state stud when it was first founded in 1914.  Bint Obeya, the 
earliest mare of this family of which a photograph exists, was a daughter of El 
Halabi, a stallion bred by the Khedive. Not much is known of him otherwise, 
but he also sired another key mare in Egyptian breeding, Bint Hadba El 
Saghira. Her dam Obeya was by the desertbred stallion Koheilan El Mossen. 
And finally, Obeya’s dam was the celebrated El Dahma, whose exact origin — 
as is the case with many Egyptian foundation horses — is slightly muddled. 
What we do know for certain is that she was owned by Ali Pasha Sherif 
and, through her daughter Obeya, became the root mare for the Dahman 
Shahwan strain in Egypt. She was also the dam of Saklawi II, who through 
his great-grandson Nazeer founded the most successful sire line in the world 
today. This makes her one hugely influential mare! Yet what we actually know 
about her is sketchy at best. Depending on the source, her color is given as 
either grey or chestnut. Circumstantial evidence suggests that she may have 
been the “little white Dahmah Shahwanieh” Lady Anne Blunt saw during a 
visit to the stud of Ahmed Bey Sennari in 1892. Carl Raswan claimed that 
she was a daughter of Hajlah, an original desertbred mare of the Dahman 
Shahwan strain owned by Abbas Pasha. However, Dr. Erwin Piduch, who 
attempted to reconstruct stud books for the early Egyptian breeders, lists 
El Dahma as an original desertbred mare obtained by Ali Pasha Sherif 
from the Roala Bedouins, and her family as distinct from that of Hajlah. 
Unfortunately, he does not give a source for this claim. 

Irrespective of which version may be the correct one, we do know that 
El Dahma was one of the most significant foundation mares of the breed. 
In fact, this is the very Dahman Shahwan strain so highly prized by straight 
Egyptian breeders today the world over. It may come as a surprise that Heirs 
Noble Love is from the same family and strain as the likes of *Ansata Ibn 
Halima and Ansata Halim Shah, though this particular branch has gone 
down a completely different road, acquiring a somewhat overpowering 
addition of Polish bloodlines along the way. But it should not be all that 
surprising that the result is both athletic and beautiful!


