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HEIRS NOB E

or nearly thirty years I believed that FF 

Summer Storm (*Bask x Zarahba), 1980 U.S. 

and Canadian National Champion English 

Pleasure, was the greatest Arabian English 

pleasure horse of all time. And then Afires 

Heir (Afire Bey V x Brassmis) shattered my 

expectations of what constituted the ideal 

Arabian English pleasure horse. His show record is unmatched 

by any Arabian or Half-Arabian of any division. Over the course 

of his show career Afires Heir was undefeated, collecting the titles of 2007 U.S. National Champion 

English Pleasure Junior Horse, and 2008, 2009, and 2010 U.S. National Champion English 

Pleasure. Even more remarkable is the fact that no judge at any show in any class ever placed him 

lower than first. At this year’s Scottsdale Show his daughter Heirs Noble Love (Afires Heir x Noble 

Aphroditie) put on two spectacular performances that have created speculation that she has raised 

the Arabian English pleasure division to yet another level. “She is better than Afires Heir and that is 

saying a lot. Even though you hate to compare to the great ones, you must,” said Scottsdale English 

judge Joey Canda. He continued, “She is like the greatest *Bask daughters we saw early on. That is 

honestly how she hit me.” No one knows the *Bask daughters as well as Gene LaCroix, especially FF 

Summer Storm whom he trained and showed. I asked him what he thought of Heirs Noble Love’s 

Scottsdale performance. He said, “She was incredible at Scottsdale. There is no question she has risen 

to probably the best ever. To me this filly now becomes the standard.” 

The 2016 Scottsdale Champion English Pleasure Heirs Noble Love was not only unanimous 

but also dominating in both of her wins. Judge Joey Canda said, “My most memorable experience 

from judging Scottsdale was Joel Kiesner’s English mare. You can go on and on about her. The quality 

level — both overall quality and the quality of her gaits — which was so clean and defined. The 
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three of us on my judging panel all agreed that it has been awhile since 

we have seen such a distinct change in gaits. When we ask for the strong 

trot and the hand gallop she has the ability and the propeller to drop 

down and elevate and not lose any of her frame.” Christine Johnson, 

also on the Arabian English panel, said, “It was all so beautiful and so 

effortless. There was such a softness to her with strength. She was just 

perfect. There was such a balance to everything she did. The video from that class should be shown at 

the judges’ school. It needs to be plastered everywhere as the standard that we should all be striving for. I 

don’t see anything touching her. She is the ideal English pleasure horse.” The third judge on the Arabian 

English panel was Cathy Vecsey. She said, “I loved Joel’s open English horse. To be standing there as the 

call judge in one of her classes and see that mare coming through the gate with her ears up and just so 

beautiful and so soft and coming past me on the rail I thought, WOW, it can’t get any better than this. 

I loved watching this master craftsman show this horse. That was a pretty big deal for me.” 

When I talked to trainer Joel Kiesner after Scottsdale, he said, “Heirs Noble Love is the combination 

of extreme Arabian type with physical talent we have been looking for, for so long. She has a beautiful 

face, tail carriage, deer-like legs along with Arabian English style. She captures the whole thing with 

exquisite Arabian beauty along with true English carriage coupled with extreme talent. When she shows, 

she is effervescent and electric, because every cell in her vibrates. It’s incredible to ride that. The other 

element is her intelligence. While she’s vibrating and bubbling over she stays right with you. She listens 

and she is not silly or stupid. She knows what is happening and she loves it.” Clearly the people who 

have judged her recognize this. 

Heirs Noble Love was the result of careful breeding and I love the fact that her owner Karlton 

Jackson is not only her breeder but also the breeder of her dam, Noble Aphroditie. “I got into Arabian 

horses because of my daughters who were riding and we got into Arabians with them,” said Karlton. 

“When they got older and I saw them going their own way, I started breeding. That’s really how I got 

into it. We may be Joel’s longest client. Joel is quite an artist. Every time we’d talk about breeding, the 

way that Joel would get through to me was by discussing it in almost art terms. He would say, ‘We need 

more neck and more elasticity,’ almost as if we were designing the horse in a piece of clay. Joel has been 

the guiding force of who we breed to and how we breed. It has been rewarding to envision where we 

wanted to go and then actually be able to get there. And of course not every offspring exhibited those 

characteristics. The goal is not just to win National Championships but to breed a horse that was what 

we envisioned a great English open horse going around the ring should be. It’s nice to win the national 

championships and be acknowledged, but the real goal and desire is to produce a horse that is the best.”

Joe l  K iesner  aboard Heirs  Noble  Love 
(Af i res  Heir  x  Noble  Aphrodi t ie) ,  above 
and fac ing page,  in  the 2016 Scot t sda le 
Engl i sh  P leasure Championship  where 
they captured the win.
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In the effort to produce great English pleasure horses, sixteen years ago Karlton purchased Heirs 

Noble Love’s grandam, EA Aphroditie (by AA Apollo Bey). “Joel found EA Aphroditie for me at Double 

Diamond Ranch,” he said. “I bought her with the intent of breeding English horses. That is what we 

have been trying to do for the last sixteen years.”

Joel added, “Her grandam is an AA Apollo Bey (Huckleberry Bey x April Charm) daughter out 

of a *Gwar (Comet x *Gwadiana) daughter. She had tons of motion front and back. She had a really 

nice neck. She could fold it in half. That mare had two National Champions by the Dutch Harness 

Horse Majesteit, and one National Champion by the American Saddlebred Supreme Heir, but we really 

wanted to get some purebreds out of her. We decided to breed her to IXL Noble Express even though 

we didn’t think it would necessarily be a great show horse, but a really good breeding horse. It turned 

out that the foal, Noble Aphroditie, is a great show horse. She is beautiful with really good motion. She 

takes a really clean crisp stride.”

“Noble Aphroditie is the nicest of the foals we got from EA Aphroditie with IXL Noble Express,” 

Karlton says. “After Joel showed her a few times we sold her to Lacey Turner, but I kept breedings from 

her. And we have used Afires Heir with those. With her beauty, 

talent, and pedigree we thought she would cross well with Afires 

Heir.” That has proven to be abundantly true. The two training-

age foals of that cross are Heirs Noble Love and her younger full 

brother Nobles Heir, who was named Champion English Pleasure 

Junior Horse at this year’s Scottsdale Show.

Breeder Karlton Jackson said, “It has been both rewarding 

and unrewarding at different times, but we have had really good 

luck with breeding. I give Joel all the credit and it has been his 

insight to guide us where we went. Not every direction turned out 

perfect, but it certainly has been a rewarding road. Even the ones 

who didn’t turn out to be spectacular, have been very successful. 

It’s so wonderful when you want something so much and it happens, because 

more often it does not. So it is very gratifying when it does occur.”

The Jacksons have turned down extremely large sums of money for the 

beautiful mare they bred, and it’s impressive that as serious breeders they have 

not sold her. “Never say never, but it is not our goal at this time,” Karlton said. “It’s a hard decision that 

as breeders we have had to make. Marty Shea told me that, ‘If the amount of money that you are going 

to get for a mare like that is not a life-altering event why would you sell her?’ If it is not life-altering and 

we are achieving what we dreamed of achieving, why would we sell the horse? I kind of agree with that. 

I would be more likely to sell her if she were a stallion because you can always buy breedings back. I 

learned an important lesson when I sold her dam, Noble Aphroditie, and that was, I am adamant about 

keeping a certain amount of breedings.”

Kar l ton and Mary Ann Jackson,  above, 
breeders  and owners  of  Heirs  Noble  Love, 
and on the fac ing page,  Joe l  takes  Heirs 
Noble  Love on her  v i c tory pass  in  the 2016 
Scot t sda le  Engl i sh  P leasure Championship .


